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pleasant things* |
GROVXD O'J7 BY STL'EBS L. CO.

ji « vcry pleasant, ofa rainy clay",
.jv rim* your umbr- 11a *loPn away*.
Or n- *adly, a- you pass along,
Ytjar bo l« *rc neither water-proofnorstring;

! if. >" -urh a perchance, you meet

,\ friend, who will keep talking in the «»t

y.ju'rc t cry happy, your dear friend to arc

Yourp casure 11 ta to a bigli degree!
ft'iTcry p'easant, in a hot sun** beam,
lo*e yi»wr cork z«i Imbbing down the stream.

Htpccti'nr, happy man, to get a fry.
(H'/ien, ail at once, a cloud climbs up the «.kv,
InJ a sioall water-spout fall? don ri on you,*
Vc tin- }0*r summer garment* through ^-ihrou-lr

pleu-ant then, nil drippieg. like a duck,
* *

'o loJdlc honiewa d *'with /ishermau'fc luck!*'

|*i very pleasant, as you .-it and chat,
- -I.,-.., tliinir op1 about I his tiling or that

|Vh«*" t
11 '

ln-r side, ymir chair you gently moveiVhrn t "rr »... . » j . , ^

(tail with an H »rt, fain would speak of love.
kn4| |lien, perchance, tin; mother slyly creeps

at lii«i d« 'J*. or through the keyhole peeps
jMi're very happjr when, 'mid I.cms and ijojx,
i'oapop the question, and in «ttE pops !

N vcrv pleasant* when you long hare tarried
, ba«v.< i;'rhood, to find y«.u hat e bren married
>3 von ""I ini»s who. were your life at stake,

,/jaM'f t n-w a stitch nor c ok nor b ike .

)r. better -nil, to Had, ere many moons,
wife i- »*.. 'hat wears the pantaloons !

'"-H' ' IO '"* blest at home,.
j,v u mid t wish "in « ther climes to Mam."
. vcv ; when you put your name

a iVn-n .'s note, to hate t<> pay the .-aire* ;

}i»rr plea-ant, when you've none tu lend,
j!:ii a hn.idrrd a-kM for by a friend ;

j.j U-ttcr-till, when you would like to bnj'row,
ur.cut want, to have to call to-morrow--

i,i Jilmi c:in prove that '. friendship's not x« name'1
1 hut la Nt" sleep".but burns a steady lUiue !

\'< very p'ca an*, f r an hour or more,
be tt«c \ tctiui of a prosy bore, j

|V"i;'»c kliaiJotv wit o'erruiw a desert waste,
¦!¦ * ¦' of decency and t isle :

|r hra; the exploits ofsome villagi? rake,
H'}.oca»i-ed a regiment <«f hearts tf> break ;
L» jijca-ure"? but a dreary wa-te of lliorw,

,uui all, u you're ex inpt from corns *

\ (' are very sorry the above Jim* is not
'

but it i-» fcO i rl i;.

Si i s c 111 a n c o it s.

jjoy LOVK.

\\.x qMoprosl and funntV^t to

f..i in al'er ii:-\ is " ii«»y.love." No sooner

i f,i'V arijuire n lolerahle r<lHliirf», than lie
to iius*;**!;.. I>itii-»*iI a man ; aiid Jo ape

j-li v.mvs. He easfd sidelon«r glances at

j tall jjirJ he fiapp«»t»H to meet, l/eeotnes a

ratfci.o':itif at clinrrh, or tne(»(infj; -porfs
carne- Kin hea«l erect, and htrut.s a little

l'r.v-» ii l v, and liow very so<?n, lie
" : ><'-. /'tH* ii« the proper \v. r,| ; be-

t U?-t ioiIuMtej« his happy, (JWiriou.-r, eelf-

tucnt. IIiv«»« n»»wf in a fairy region,
Ijfrc co;111.'(¦.!! t*> the world,and yet, 5?«»me-

c.J i:ir.\!ruMii!y with it. lie perfumes
i ira_«j« ant oil^, scatter.-' essence1* over

|i kt and desperately shaves ai d an-

:.ir a t»e»'d. II * quotes poetry in which j
'and *. .luvf," a:»<l heart/* and "dart,**

jt%7lx j»rc-.l uninato; nod, as he plunges "deep
ilr.uio'K lahyrinlii. fanetes liiinsell

jvit;i the divine .ifilatus, nn<l sodden!y breaks
tlie scarlet rash.«.rt" rliymo. JJe .'feeds
loi . iii< helovet! ; is raised t>» ihe

I h. iV'-n r. -he spe»ks a pleasant tvoid ; is
|ffi :11 »ti,e ri.nst astonishing < estacies bv a

in** is plunged into the gloomiest regions
fintiirt v by a frown.

v<s (innselt the mn<| devoted lo*Jer in '

ri-!. l i.c Me ver was such another. There
ivill !e. He is the one great id««!a'er!.
iic t tv Jype et in igiianitnity, and seil ah
n. \V. i.'h! he despi-es the orovellino
t. I'»Tty, w ith the adorahlo beloved, lie

!y apos!o»phiscs as the lirst of all earth-
and "* Love in a (.-ullage will; wa¬

tt crust,'* is hid bean ideal paradise ol
|lle!'^!,tS.

elares to liitxtseif, with I he most solemn
ti-i. that he would go through lin\ and

j tindertake t pilgrimage lo China or liarn
i; s wiiii storm tossed oceans; scale im-

Ieinntiiitaitis ; and face legions o hayi.nt t-.
one svn et smile from her dear lips, lie
pjon a llmver she h is cast away. lie

I'.er glove.a little worn in the lingers
111 is heart. lie sighs like a locomotive
»1F steam. lie scrawls her dear name

.res ot tot Iscap.lining medium for his
lie fcorntnlly depreciates the atfen

ether !> >\ of his own age; cuts I'eter

1^,»ltad, because he said that the adorable
had carroty hair; and passes Harry

ifctnp:u..t:sly. 'or daring to compare that
-Ma»y Jane/* with hi^incomparable An

Ipv! happy! foolish Hoy-love; with its
lind ivs :ear«; its joys, and its sorr-uvs ;

pnsies, and delights; its raptures, and its
s; its ecstatic fervors, and terrible lieart-
*; its solemn ludicrotisness, and its in-

| prosaic (ermination.
[Arthur's Home Gazelle.

NK(i ItO 11 \NKINC5.

ing of Banks, reminds mo of the n'gro
oiu'p heard of i:i Virginia. Cntn (an old
i'lin wa.-< noted for his cunning) hat! siic-

in miking his follow servants in the
irl.r.<,il believe that banking was a very
Ip business. So they concluded that they
lirow all their change together and Ftart
old Onto taking care *o have himseli con-
. he bunk, to whom all the sixpences of
cl0i< in tlio neighborhood were duly paid
And now, said Catn, whcnebah iie>£ah
sixpence, out dis bank, to liny bacca. he
nme back in three weeks and pay in two
?s, and in dis way von seeeberv sixpence
Ida sixpence, till alirr a while illilnse fl'g-
as rich ns old trassa C y." And
is principle the bank went into operation,
linking care that every darkey sbculd
r according to bank rules. But. in the
if time, some of the stockholders thought
elt a rat and called on Cato to withdraw
piial from the bank, when the following
Minn took place between Cato and Jark:
-Well, Cato, we want to draw oor :no-
n tlie Bank and quit the banking bust-

-Did you hcah tie news ?
.No, what dat Calo?
-Why de bank broke last night. ;
.Who care, what de bank do. I tell yon
my shah ob de money.-Well btit I tell yon de bank broke.
-I not talking bout dat. 1 say I want
ley?
.Why yon enss'd fool, dont yon know
6 bsnk brake de money all gone sartin.
.Well, but whah de debbil de mopey

.Dat'a more *an dis nigga know. All ho
"at it is, dnt when white folk' bink br»-ak,
ey always lost, and uicsah bank no bet-
white folks.
.Well, whenevah dis nigga gage in bank¬
et he Impede debil gel him fnss.
-Berfy sorry do bank break, Jack berry
oar informant lefr.

;fcCoi:i.The Philadelphia Ledger of
'ysays: The trade in silver coin is mijch
*8 than it has been, and the premium p*ld
gold nearly one per cent, less than &(ort-
[?. Three and a half per cent, has been
"d for new American halves now two
Barter and two and a'half are about ,cnr-
ss- The article.is becoming daily mncH
frent in our small retail trade, anil, now
imperatively free from hand' to band..
*°rn American halves and quarters cqnt-
*t>rnore than one per cent, premium, a
ir% worth the trouble of saving them up

FREE JJASKISU.

The hill authorizing the esUit'lishraont i>f
" The Merchants' Dank of Lynchl>Jr<r" on whjitis generally called the free banking principle,
was ordered to its engrossment in ttie llouse i.f
Delegates,on Monday last, by a \o'.o of 69 to 31.
'i'hirt is equivalent to the bill, vvh'-h it is sai^.
may be regarded as indicative of s-t'veral similar
schemes now before the Legislator^.
We regard the free banking Vvstem as trj?

safest and soundest which has yet been devisei.
The great 5nd leading principle isecurity/otlh
bill-holder against the possibilty ot;! >ss. As thj;
system bids; fair to he adopted to mine extent iii
Virginia, and as some of our re::<?'.-rs may nq'.
have a clear understaifding of the .-principle, we
will endeavor very briefly to explain

It is proposed to organize lor Instance, tiii'
Mechanics'iiank ofLynchburg, on tlm free bankv
ing system j with a capital, say, el 100.000..J
Hefore tno Company ;eaii go into-operation, i?
is required lo deposit with (he Stale Treasurer,of
other officerjdesignated by law. goc-d government
securities, such lor insiauce as U. K. Bonds, or

Virginia St?te Bonds, or undoubted dividend pay*
in-; stocks, equal to the amount ot the capital,
SI00.000. This deposit then constitutes thre
capital of the bank, which, as we -hive seen, isj
necessarily sound, and i.- placed beyond the reach
»n 1 control of ilie Ban},to wit, inHSe hands ot a
.-worn StaJe officer. ;lt is 1 kewise. the tiniy ol
tlrs officer to keep the plates with wht^h the notes
of the Bank are printer;, and also (^countersign
each note he delivers io it lor circulation. In
addition to these safeguards, the i'.ink itself is
always required to keep a certain amount o!

specie on hanil for the redemption of its notes;
so that it is obvious the d inger of aits;over-issue
of notes it. avoided, because tlie Sinto officer has
the notes fn his own keeping and ojilv delivers
them as they .may he needed ; and security against
their possible depreciation, is found iri the deposit
.which this same officer !.as in his keeping, ll
tile hank were to m ike bail debts -quaI to the
whole amoiint of its circulation, which can j
never exceei^ the amount of its capital, still the .

bill holder is secure, because the State has then
only to self the securities deposited, and redeem
the notes of the bank Wi'h the proceeds. Thus
it is seen that it is necessarily the be.lt paper mo¬

ney the public can have.
The advantages to the corporators to be de¬

rived Irem such a system, may not hi- so obvious
to those who have given but little reflection to
the subject. Premising that, all con panic ope¬
rating with a large casn capital ami dealing ex¬

clusively in interest and exchanges, Vv-ll always
realize good profits unle?s there be palpable mis-

mnria"emeut and a total disregard ot.ti.-e laws o!
trade, we ma}' without enlerin^ into :!ie ininutin
of the subject; show, by a very sinip'e :ll"s' raiion,
how such a Bank as we have de.-c i i'-l, imiy not
lose, if it fail to make money. The espial,
$100,000, we have seen, is an intc[.fc.-:t hearing
fund, and yields say, §0,000-
Stipposing tl:? bank to-be author'zei! to

i.-sne notes only 'o the amount t

§75.000 the ordinary interest on

which i be 4.500
The net inc'.iie then i-*, 10.0UO
But we have seen the Bank is rci;i:

to keep on Stand a certain amount cl;
sprcie! (say one-third ¦.! the anioin-.t
of i's circulation,) the interest on:

i\ oich is aciiarge to the bank amount-'

jn.rto 1 ¦«j00

Expenses, Salaries of Officers, &c., 3 0(0

Total expenses of the bnnk, §1 .'iOO
which leave); a balance still in its ?»tvor o! just
six thousand dollars, ti e in'eiest r,n lie dep.sit.
Our objec; has been to show tiicrejuefrf tf. no

loss ; but in'fY.ct there will lie large piHSts. We
have taken no estimate ot the diflercni'i between
common aiid[£>TnUing interests,ol ti e >>»stlits aris¬

ing from dealing in exchanges, in r .of various
other :k!vante;;es which necessarily r.u".t froin a

combination,' ' capital. We arc dccid.cdiy in fa-
vor of this j-rinciple of banking, lor the reasons

stated, and *lwuld not regret to see i; become
general throughout the ^tate. lndet'l we^ are

Inclined to the opinion that this is .i result lo

which events are fast Imrrving u-.

[ Lt/nchburf* 'crginian
TO THE EDITOR.

Sai.fm. Ronno.ee- ..¦¦.inly, I
February lft. l-'iSl. <

Dear Sir: Will you please give t jo; follow-;
»n«r publicity *

VIRGINIA CObbEOl.lTE INSTITUTE-
ack.now t. E t.'G M E nts.

Wm. Bowers. David Rife, Nicl.-dta- Sliaiill,
Peter Bowers,-Marv I'nls;-, each S10-. Klizabelh
K,.v.,lor Eiizabeth Wavl.Oeo. Mn;::ii-, hbene-
zer Sibole, Jacob Emlet,(ieo Kinlet..l <cob Kees,
llenj W. Jeir^rson, Jnoj Holt, Du t Shanll,
Martin Senseudifer, !.ewis Setisendt'er, John
F Shanll. Bar'hol. Shanll, David ll-rn Joseph
Hon), each S3 ; smaller donations SIT. Oiher

subscriptions will be acknowledged -'jlien paid.
We hope the friends in arrearages wi'< oudenvor
topav promptly as the money is mu h .needed.
Hand it to the llev. Proctor, or any-: friend of;
education, not called on by the agent.: may en¬

close any atnohnt, and s-nd it to .I I; Reiser,
Trea-urer, Salem, Roanoke, Va. We can as¬

sure von it will be very 'gratefully received as

we wish forthwith to complete the Coliep;edilice.
EXAM IN A3 IONS. ,

There are hvo public eliminations fa fheyear.il
one at the closc of each t«|rm. | _

I ExrENtlES.
Summer Sessions rf. Sixteen 11 ty s.

Tuition and incidental e.vjienses, SI2 50
Room rent.

¦ J 00

Winter Session of Twenty-six Weeks.
Tuition and incidental expenses, i 818 75

Room rent, [ . . I 3 '0

To be paid without exception 'n advnijce.
Boardin" in common, with washing'included,

may be had ak'fcn expense not exrrrd-tjgt ®1 per

week This «crm it is fmnished at 8 icts. It
is expected that a regular; Steward wir;l www be

appointed, and permanent;arrangement made to

a fiord boarding in commm! at the lowest possible

"For further information inquire of tba prir.ci-
nnl Rev C. C. Baughman, Salem, b.eaiioke, V a.
pal, liev. o. t

s SCIlEUF.lt, Agent.
ICr Free Press please copy.

tiie Locusts comiso, ;

Wo gave lately a communication frhm Mr.

Gideon Smith, a natural,'it of this city, predict¬
ing the appearnnce of thp seventeen; year lo¬

custs in Pennsylvania and oilier part*: of tlie

United States. The Philadelphia LKjger, of

yesterday, sajs;.
"This prediction is likc?y to be fulfilled early,

for yesterday a gentleman! called upi'rt iis with
one of thefc ler.nsts, which he had fou|i<l on the

grass in hisyanJ. near Fruit and South streets.

Its appearance Ca that of al grub-worm."tbont an

inch and a half in length!. The inset:': breaks
thro'lhis covering, and comes forthldt>M<?trsome¬
thing like a moth. They ^ssue from the'ground
in their grub ,stato early >n the sprlrsi, ind the

ground where they are sein is found perforated
with holes through which they ascend. :'fhe late

warm weather has no dou.St given an t'ir3y start

to the insect, sir;d about fttay the woo«i*'will be
found vocal with their peculiar music. TSiey are

perfectly harmless in theif'cbaracter.nr^djihoiigh
found dinging in numbers to trees anjl jplants,
they are pot injurious to vegetation. TjkS chick¬
ens and hogs destroy tbemfhy thousand*."
Kikd..An editor of a southern papfpby the

name of Long, askird Prentice, of the lio'iisvlile
Journal, If he never intended to speak i6cf truth.
Prentice, in reply says that iie shall probably learn
tQ tell the truth before long-!

iI i

j ' SPEECH
OF

HON- WILLIAM LUCAS,
, OF JEFFER30!*,

In the Yi crln<a Stale Convention on the Bi$i$
<f Uepri >j>Uation, IYidnesday% Ftb. 25, 1851.
The Convention renamed the consideration , in

Committee of the Whole (Mr. Mitier in the
Chair) ol th£ report of the committee on the ba¬
il's of representation.
The (JH.VIR Mated the question to be on the

pr« :>ositi< n nf Mr. Scott, of Fauquier.
Air. LUCAS having the floor.
Mr. FA I I.KNEU. My colleague, at my request Ifas

very kindly > titled the floor for a lew moments, for the
pui jifjse of eu ildiag me to correct a manifest misapprehen¬
sion of I lie eUVct of some projiositions submitted by me to

tlii? body a 0:rv days ago, under which the gentleman
from F»*uqui.er». (Mr* jbgott.) judging.from tlio oJw»ra«*»cr
of hi> remarks,upou vcetcrday, appears, to be laboring.
The prvjjuifJtt^tis'f submitted related to the subject of

limiting the power of the legislative department to con-

tra--" debts i:i future; and an unwillingness to interrupt
the e'enVcman from Fauquier during the continumcc of
his wry able and fervid argument, and the late hour at

wUirli lie cl: >»vd thcni, prevented me from making the

evj nation y< sterelay which 1 now propose to make.
I h. . » supposed; judging from theopiuioas tuatgentleman
is k ww to entertain upon the subject cf a liberal. I will
not y.an extravagant system of internal improvements

ti .( jI he had any objection to the scheme ! oifer-
ed, it would Jrive been to the number and stringency of
ihe ifetrti.tr.!- !. proposed to throw around the exercise
off'.: j .jwrr just alluded to. lint in his remarks upon
yesterday In- tv^aled these propositions as calculated to

hn \y widcroptn tlic floodgates of expenditure, so that I
niu- .rr that bt< coul i not have examined my scheme
with his usu.il e:are and accuracy. 1 stated distinctly,
when I submit tfd those propositions, that I designed
pre.-* nig them upon the consideration of the Convention
with nit the slightest reference to the question, whether i
the lvmst or tl»- JvVest should succeed in the contest now

going on upon this lloor. J said that our experience in
ilie i'*gi»lati<-s! the State during the la-t twenty years
had -'Ji!ie:en'l » proved, in my opinion, that the possession
ef tb»* control.of the legislature by an Eastern majority
had i- cii no >;eoguard against the abuse of that power «"f
rcel»l'*ss and i:»jt dicious appropriation, and that I had no

icav » to stippl that if that p «wer were transferred to

the >Ve»t, w iiout proper Iinitiation, it might not be
. quaUy liabl- tft abuse; and. therefore, in presenting
ill s propi siiic'ns 1 distinctly* stated that 1 designed
pre siag th in upon the consideration cf the Convention
v. i !». >i:t the sl.glfte-t regard to the fact as to which party
should succeed ia the pen ling controversy.

Ti; . sccoud . rror which the gentleman committed in
treating rf ih^. propositions was in representing them
as yi. ding lb >: offer of appropriation to the unchecked
and n>-.:ontrolI1 .actiou of the popular majority of voter."*

at the poll*. ;
*j

Now I claim' .*» merit fur introducing this plan ; Iclaitn
;n -t ts-.c credit I. its paternity; and I desire in a few
; v. or«. to expla >» it to the Convention so that ifgentlemeu
¦choose to make r- fercnci t it they maydo it understand-
:iugl) '1 he p'^u proposes that the legislature s!iall have
'no po vcr.to eon tract debts b-yond the fixed sum of one
imillioa of.dollar.vunless for thepurpose ofrepelling inva-
.siou, -'ip;»rcss'*.g insurrection, or defending the >tate in
icjise <w.ir. J his refers to debts hereafter to bccontrac

jt« d. it then p:ep* ses, in reference to debts that exceed
>that .:mou t *!;-s* before the legislature shall have pow-
.ei to fC-ntr.i.M -. .. Hi debts, that the law shall in the first

¦place explicitly authorise the creation of that debt for
*-» iik* -pecific « f ;»ct or work; sccondl}*, that that law
shall j .-rot idc at the same time for the imposition anil col-
itv-ii of an a al tax, suHicient to pay the interest cn

«!.«. .!.. t thus cr;>ited and discharge the principal within
a pe; d ' I eich'een year.-: and thirdly, that this law
-l..ill t rcfi'i the *anrtion of the legislative depart-
n.ei.t *::itii it r- :. -ives the vote of a majority I all the
niend ««¦.-> elect. .' t b'.th branches of the General Assem-

<.'ly, a M.aj-ritv'that Will prarticallv amount to at least
1 iw< iud<s \ «:.. and that the yeas and nays shall !><. re-
corih >n th:- p «s?age of the law. These arcr very im
:*«,rt.T ' sau-gu oJs sn far; but thefcheme proceeds a step
V.i' tli' -\ n:».I div! r s that this law tints creating a <l-ht
jjiudii¦¦¦. upon i.'t: comnu uwealth shah not go intoelfect
.n.til >Miimitte«l «.» the people at the polls, and there sanc-

ti> nen -iv them and it expr« ssly provides that no two
,'j.vn-l-all Ih; JH!«Wtn«t rt» ii«v ]>ot.|.Ktmiv|
1n. ii?ir»ut ».leaning to enter further into an expla-
uati< r« of tl e ne-yits of this scheme, for 1 would not tres-

p.. > - far up-'". 1 he courtesy of my colleague as to do so

J will simply state that at least three results will
jyilow its adop 11- n; whether the results he desirable or

it 1 it fo- tin- t onveiition to determine in the lirst place,
\:.d a< 1 u ard- f» r the people. They would be these ;

The I;r-t result would be to cut up by the roots nil those

petty !o al .impropriations of which our statute hook
!ii ii^Ik s so m.i:>} :an<l striking illustrations. It is idle to

s'ajipo- for a m .ntcnt that appropriations of that charac-
tei- coi'.M ]»ass thi ...ugh the o deal preserilwd bv the.-e pro-
f"'f»s:ti« t.s. The m-'M rfsult that would follow wt uld be

tjne e**- Sication from the hails oflegislation of the whole !

rir.tctie:- 1« rolling and t' e entire system of lobby
&iemb. rsliip. I he thin^result that would follow wouM
*e the <-oiii:ent lift ion of the energies and resources of this
.MTe upon th"-e great works ol internal improvement
^h ch ure alone worthy, in mv judgment, of the patro-
i>. 4;e 1 '¦ the state,and w iiich certainly alone could receive
\he satv"1 ion of the voice of the people at the pulls. 1 do
rv t kno'-* how " me gentlemen may regard the idea of
£ibmit oig .ju« -:«i ns of this kind to the direct vote of the

j-e.iple. but it h always been viewed with favos by inc.

vn.die .. that salutary influences would result from bring-
iiig the minds <.»'ft.e people directSj* to th*< comprehen- j
.-.ion a»"l study ef these questions ol internal concern and

ttrines'.- p"li»-\ . and that they would be found upon all
«v;easic:.s t" po^t« vs intelligence and liberalny enough to

ileeide i»rn an}" .-' heme worthy of their consideration at

.-^ll. with jndgiiK-.i? and fairness, and of giving to it pre- ,

t*sely tJ;at supp'*:t to which it would be entitled and no

r;-r,re. i ave termed it proper to make this brief ex- j
ivanati n in on!* ! that gent'emen may understand the

s'Vheme properly a» d consider it upon its merits ; and I

v^cnld s;ate t* at ! hold myself prepared to abandon it at

v m.'imcnt. if .tnother scheme looking to the same re-

s;dts, and u hieh. iti mvjudgment, will letter accomplish
t»"ie obi'.rts des!:.ned, s- all be presented. All I desire is
t'.at th* ev il iv^o'ch I pr-pose to remedy shall receive

the c- nsideralt- '» of this Convention aud be acted upon
in rGlut' iprui i'> i.

.Mr. l.UCAS. I certainly yhould not ask in-

diilgence of the committee it I could reconcile it

Kj iny fpn?e nf duty, to give a silent vote upon
t>;e important subject tinder consideration. I feel

vj-'ry si-nsibly my individual humility in tliis

liirniy ; 'In<l I am awa e I cannot hope to requite
t.jr tin: time ! may consume in expressing my

I did not aspire or expect to present my-
ri-lf in the portion circumstances have placed
if.? in, having Ni succeed the able and distinguish¬
ed gen'leman from Fauquier, (Mr. Scott.) But

it. was not lor me to forego my intention to speak,
Oftar n>v efliir', on the day before he rose, to ob¬

tain tli!! floor awd fall back from the attitude I
h!&<) asrsimed. It is not r.iy purpose to attempt
In Willow that gentli man through his long and

very a'.'e speecti. Yet, I do propose to change
tr« sonio considerable extent, the course of re-

niark 1 had 10'endcd to pnrsiin and to notice

s'isiie of the piincipal arguments which he sub-

united.
J come from 'he lower end of the valley, where

n.ttiire has been.so kind and bountiful.where
'¦jhc riiih woiilfa," so called, attracted in his

yifiitli tii"Father pfhisCountry,before he had earn

cij that name of :any part of his renown. Where

ajp the homes tliat woreof many of the mostil-
li)j<lrio:ii licroe* of the revolution.the brave old

(tj'nerai Morgan, and Gates, and Lee, and Ste-

pi^rns, and l)4;k, and others little less distin¬

guished, all Imd their homes within the dirtrict
wiiich I have tfie honor in par.t to represent..
A,"id tliTe the mortal remains of the most of tfiem

ntjw repose in peace beneath the green turf of

,.<pir own favored valley, their memories not for-

gqtten nor their achievements; these still live ;

n<r*r has the gonitis of their immortal spirits (led.
Tjat too is still with us, sitting in eternal wake,
w» fomliy trust, keeping ceaseless vigils to in-

spjie fir hofi.iris with a love of liberty and

equality. This is the district from which I have
thr honor to corner one I say rich in soil and ro-

nrSvn ard in nlltho beauties and bounties of na-

tu;a ivlttcli man could desire for u heritage and a

hc'jiio upon this earth.
if deem it mother bad taste nor inappropriate to

bring up these reminiscences, in alluding to the

pej uliar situation and various advantages of my
dh^rict.. Indt'»d, what I heard yesterday and the

dai before :n this house recalled them, and they
no'.v natnrally arise and connect themselves with

m£ view of the very nature of the subject and

thf grea', principle involved in the question nn-

discussion, which I hold to be what is the

trtfiv repnblicati basis of representation, for the

representative Kovernnient of a free State, and
wli'cli J verily Relieve involves the very same

prtt'iciplo for which our forefathers fought and
blort. I hope, in that spirit of conciliation which
shetild prevail in; this committee, I shall be par¬
doned for this unreserved annunciation. It is no

h»i|ty opinion I advance, but one long entertained
.cine that has :«rown up with me and strength¬
ened wi'Ji my "tie. And although others, not

toes: huroblo lik?.myself, to indulge the hope of

preferment, might be more pradent, I feel no each

. , f.,| have nothintfto ask for, nothingrestraint, 'or 1 have "
.Jg.it,politically. and noto hope for, no i <- th^MKsl avowal of mymotive to shrink Irorn tu|g«s?-<-sefzz-e

ra'^lu.es me he , ddej.Wter8 of old Potomac

their*de? tinv)hen lost i%* Jeep to. of the -

7itf.»aKjfejsr.
lerent source and seehiingly once estranged, and
fcroiinht together by some great convulsion, as
our ancestors were by oppression united in the
revolution, now consummate their union at tint
'omantic spot so much admired, " ill henceforth.,
according to all human calculation, at least, min- (rrle thei "continuous flow through all tune, so it

7, the iirst with of my heart, that we, as a pco
nle who have one origin, one ancestry, one Ian-Inl ine, one renown, and one country, " 'lh °°"|"mon interests to unite us in one great and glort
ou« Common wealth, shall continue fof.nany ages
and venerations yettocoine, to live in unity ancJ
harmony together under a common government
and a common name, and that name, I n sure
all concur, Virginia and none olher am1 "o^oi'Klor a^es and generations, but forever . ApU l
will hope and hope on to the last, that this
onr destiny, notwithstanding what I have heard
without and within those consecrated walU,and
within and without ihis ancient, this time-honor-
ed capitol ..four c. inmon country, around whose
altars we are gathered together, from every
portion of this old Commonwealth to consult, to
deliberate,and I trust in Cod, to act ror the com-
mon good, not sectional interests ! And vvh> nohope®, why not. when I can say for mysell and
my re»pecied colleagues and those wc have the j
proud honor to represent in this a't0.^;Aonis no part of our nature or ot our purpose to in

dulge even in embryo for one moment,the;
ot reparation and division. Never, never, no,
never, so long as there shall remain to us a sin¬

gle rav of hope of obtaining our just and eqa
rialitf. No, as for us, however it nay be vvith
Others, we would rather see the hills and moun¬tains that surround us,.attached as we are to
them, as nature formed them, and as wc ha\
born accustomed to lock upon them eten from
our childhood, endeared to us by all their holy
associations in our recollections oHhe
bv nativity, melted into one vast heap of ruins,

covering "in the mass our homes.our aII , even
the "raves «l our fathers and our forefathers,
.ravin- torn!, nor stone to toll the sacred spo «l
their repose, ihan we would rise up to sever he
h md that hind.- Ihis people in unity, as the clnl-
drenol a common mother.

... , .( Vcupviii" this enviable position, favored « ith
every and artificial advantage we only
a-k 10 be permiiied to icrnain part and parcel ot
Virginia, under a free and equal lorm ot govern¬
ment, truly republican, to secure us in lho full
enjoyment of what we have, and under such a

government, and under no other may hope tor in
Inture. Well, the question meets us here. have

,en and delegated to ibis old capital by al large
majority of the electors c»f the who!..

especially i's basis ol representation, been use
deemed ineW-rlual for H.e great .;r« s of. s inst^ ;
tution And I apprehend, wo thoiiid have very
little in the way to prevent our arriving and
-needily at the end ol our labors, anil at barn.o-
mons results, but for one difficulty, and that ..

this question ol the basis which lies at the
lio'd We cannot take a step.we cannot mm0
an inch it appears until vve sei.le it. and fix he
foundation u on which the whole government is

to rest, and most unfortunately upon this question
vve stand here divided in two parties, and nearlyeriinllv hv a geographical line niaiked by
mountain,"as th-ngli, as was apiiy remarked by
the distinguished gentleman from llenrico, at an

early s afe of our proceedings, " principles run

with mountains." I entertain a deeded opinion
ihat it no question of power was involved in th s

conic t and no question ol principle vve could
aottle it verv scon. Is there any doubt of this ?
None in the'world on iny mind; none.
Well in regard to this matter, my constituents,

if governed by interest, which the honorablegen-
tleman who addressed you on yesterday, told you
croverns all men and all things, and lies at thefoundation of government, would occupy precise-
|y the opposite to that upon which they have in
kirncted me to stand here, and so may claim to

be an exception to this rule. With those great
natural and local advantages.with every great,
work ol improvement nearly already ma lo, vv

desire which you know yon were so emphatically
told yesterday by ihe honorable gentleman, is not
he case with the East, and is tar from.be, njs
true as to the West. With our markets beyond
iho limits of the Slate, and yet almost at our

itoor v\ hile vve are to be taxed to make these im¬

provements Hast and West, without d.rcct bcne
it from either; in this situaticn, it is manlf".
,vn have more to fear, in that respect, from povv- ,
r in Hie bauds of the West than in those ot the
Ka«t for vve have nearly as iatge n slave pnpu-a'tion as the fcnst, and a r«r larger proportion
than the West, while our lands are richer and
.her assessed than those of either, .u much' °

on |i,an thoseofthe West; and weal! know
that it is upon these tvvogreat proprietary interestsSlaves a^dlands-upon which the taxing power
presses most onerously, and so must fall with a

heavier hand upon us than^eTtWyf ihe Kasi orthe
West, whoever wields lire power. It is most

clearly demonstrable, then, if we are to be govern-
ed by interest, or il we were to be influenced by
the fear of taxation, which seems to be the main

ground assumed by our Eastern brethren for
holding on to power, that we should go with
them npon the basis question, instead of with the
West. To be still more explicit, if, in our opin¬
ion, this was simply a question of power, as as¬

serted by the honorable gentleman from Halifax,
(Mr. I'urkiss,) it there was no principle in¬
volved in it, or if we believed principle was on

the side of the East, and that a " majority of in¬
terests," as the honorable gentleman from Fau¬
quier so powerfully contended, in one section of
the State, and not numbers over the whole Com¬
monwealth as odo community, was the true re¬

publican basis, then tho Valley, or at least my
end of it, would, from interest and principle,-be
found on this question on the side of the East in¬
stead of with the West. These two powerful
motives would impel us. Bet >ve are not able to
concur in the view that there is no principle in¬
volved.that it is simply a contest for power
when, so far as we arc concerned, we know,that
it is not so. We cannot concede that a minority
located in one secl.ion ofthe State, vvhich happcta
for the time being, to own the most wealth^,
should therefore govern the Stale and the majori¬
ty of lhe people. This is contrary to our feelings
and all onr notions of right. It wonld violate
first principles and the right &f self-government.
We were born and inspired with ditlerent feel¬
ings and sentiments, and we have been tanght
differently.we have leartied otherwise from the
highest sonrces and the highest authority.
Our bill of rights expressly declares, that all

power is vested in end consequently derived from
the people.that magistrates are their trustees
and servants, and at nil limes'amenable to them;
and that a majority of tho community hath an

indubitable, inalienable and indefeaSible-right'to
reform, alter or abolish their government in snch
a manner as 6hall be judged most conducive to

the public weal; that elections or member* to
serve as representatives of the people ought to
be free; and that all met), having sufficient evi¬
dence of permanent common interest in and at¬

tachment to the community, have the right of suf¬
frage. And the declaration of^ rights made by
the thirty other States of this Union.and when
I name them, I certainly need not tell you that
there are, strictly speaking, no other free States
on earth.all. set forth and aflirm these great
fundamental principles and eternal truthsas self-
evident, and, with three or fgur exceptions, have
actually made them tli8 basis of their govern¬
ments. Yes, the whole thirty, with there few
exceptions, have based representation upon nnm-

bers.people, and adopted general suffrage, and
many ol them have no.v actually had more than
half a century's experience of the pracjfcal wis-
doin of oqoal representation and"¥xtefi<Ted suf
frage, oritf others more than a quarter ol a cen-

tury's like experience, while all the rest, the new
States, have followed principle, and trod in the
light of their example, and are now in the full
tide of successful experiment. Yes, all launch-:
ed from this same free port, and under full saii.
on the same glorious voyage upon the onward, ;
endless stream of time, fully equipped (or their
common destination, fearing not,under the smiles
of heaven, storm or tempest, shoal or quicksand,
but all sine of the glittering prize. Old Virginia,
the eldest sister, " the flag ship," and the most

seaworthy of all, lagging back solitary and alone.
still afraid to venture upon a calm and tranquil ;
sea, and upon such a voyage.still at anchoMip-
011 her ohl colonial ground.unequal represen'a-
tion and limited suffrage.as if given up to idle
fear or worse idolstiy ; still lingering on an un-

safe and uncertain shore, as if afraid ot losing her
freight or some part of it, and afraid, as my friend
from Accomsc (Mr. Wise) says, ol the majority
of her own noble crew.who would, every one ot

them, shed their last drop of blood in her defence
-.standing, as 1 hope to show, on her own sha-
dnw, in her own light, and frightened ; that in
opposition, 1 repeat it, to her own declaration of
rights and those of her thirty sister States.
against principle, example, experience, and that
prosperity and glory which would attend an on-

ward course in the plain republican path of duty,
upon this most glorious voyage.

After the course of remark submitted bv the
honorable gentleman from Fauquier, 1 am led out.
of my way, as prescribed for myself. Me has
made it important to inquire, how Virginia came
into the position just described, and why she has
so long continued in it. In this investigation I
beg the committee to follow me. Like llie hon¬
orable gentleman just referred to, I fear nothing
in search of truth. The story is a plain one and
sold told, and presents another instance with
which the histoiy of the world is replete, of pow-
or holding on to power, once obtained, no tpatter
how, and not unfreqiiently against both right and
reason, leaving the mairy no alternative but sub-
mission or revolt, which, when success* attends,
and their cause is just, we all call glorious revo¬

lution, not rebellion.
The means hy which the few have ever con¬

trived, in all ages and countries, to rule the ma-

nv, are numerous and various, and the modes of
self-perpetuating power and force and fraud, and
a combination ot wealth and in'erests, the chief.
With us, while we havchad nothing of this sort,
and 1 take pleasure in disclaiming ilie imputa¬
tion, the process has been asiinpleone. Yet the
fact i* so. The fotv have ruled the many in Vir- i
¦rillia fr^"> tlm JM>«innipy,and atil I do

tyrannically,Hot oppressiveTyrbot still il ls true
.as certain as there is a God in Heaven.

I agree that the origin of this minority rule in
Virginia, is not without apology. 1 do not deny,
at least, that there are many things to extenuate
and even to excuse in the circumstances but of
which it emerged. Yet I can see nothing to
sanction the long coniinuancc of it, and I do see

much tocoiidemn the existing, unequal represen-
lation, restricted suffrage, and other anti-repub¬
lican relics.
Our constitution and government, as j-ou are

aware, except as amended and changrd in some
few particulars in 1829-'30, had its birth in the
revolution. Those limes of trouble "that tried
men's souls." Our early ancestors, who fled to
ibis western world from the persecutions and op-
pressions of the old, in settling here in a wilder-
ncss, brought with them only such laws as were

adapted to their now and strange situation. And
few in number, at first, and wi'h Utile to care for
but themselves, they indeed needed but little go-
vernment and law. Hut they gradually increas¬
ed, grew, and flourished, though but slowly,and
improving but little as they advanced in their.ci-
vil and political institutions, dependent ns they
were upon the crown to which they acknowledg-
ed allegiance still, until their prosperity attract-
ed the rapacity of the mother couniry, ruled by
a selfish tyrant and a cold blooded ministry..
Then soon that prosperity began to beabstracted
under color of one pretence alter another, against
their consent, and exactions to increase and mul¬
tiply until longer submission became intolerable.
Then, we know, they resisted, and rose with their
confederates, and threw eff the yoke, casting it
in the wide ocean that separated them. The j
contest was one of fearful odds, one of doubtful
issue, and full of hazards, and while it was rag-
in", the old government dissolved and abrogated
.-amidst the heat and carnage of this life-strng-
ale, a convention was called under a law passed
by (he last house of burgesses, '. whose power,"
!o use the Ifingnage of Air. Doddridge, " had ac¬

tually ceased with llio colonial government, and
by the same act that dissolved it." And that
body, calling itse!:'a convention, and assuming
the authority, and to their honor be it said, made
our first constitution. Our old constitution was

thus gotten up in hnstc and danger, to meet the
pending crisis, as a temporary expedient, intend¬
ed only to ride out the storm, not to last; ar.d
being thus gotten up and designed, as was said
by my friend from Greenbrier, (Mr. Smith,) in
opening this deba'te, it is no reflection upon its
authors to say, "A hat is the truth, that it wnsde-
feotivo «ih1 imperfect. Indeed, as lie truly re¬

marked, " the wonder is, that it was not more so,
under llie circumstances, especially as they had
no model to guide them."

In fact, it changed but iittle the o'd colonial
government which had sprung up, under their
connection with the crown, their dependence
and allegiance. Asd the delegates who made it
were elected by freeholders holding fifty acres

of cultivated or one hundred acres of uncultiva¬
ted land. Hut the country submitted to their
authority and tacitly adopted their work, although
the constitution was never submitted to a formal
vote, as in truth they were obliged to, under the
circumstances, if they hid been otherwise dis¬

posed.
But who were these first constitution makers ?

T say they were confessedly but the representa¬
tives of this one particular class of freeholders,
a portion only.and but a comparatively small

portion only.of the people.
And what did they do ? I repeat but little

more, besides repudiating the crown and allegi¬
ance than continue the same state of thing be¬
fore existing.the same old freehold goverument
of the few, without the crown.under another
name, it is true.but scarcely changed in form,
substance, or power.

They substituted a house of delegates for the
old house of burgesses, and a.senate for the old

legislative council, confiding to each precisely
the same powers and privileges as possessed by
the predecessors, and prescribing for members
the same qualifications respectively, and to be
electct] by the same class of freeholders, and a

governor for the crown? And the same old
colonial basis of representation and limited free¬
hold sufiarge, they expressly declared, should
remain the same as under (he old colonial gov¬
ernment, under which, from 1620, when the first
bouse of borgessesassembled at Jamestown, the

burgesses were elected by the different planta¬
tions or settlements in the colony, paying no re¬

gard to the size, population, or extent of territo¬
ry, or wealth of the plantation, each being al-

; lowed a representation ; »ml unii! 1845 as many
member* aa (bey chose to send, no matter what

i its population, or wealth, or extent of territory.
In 1034, tor tho first time, the colony was divi-

j tied into shires or coontrea, eight in number,
for military and judicial purposes only, which
remained very different, aa before, in extent ol

territory in their population, and the same repre-
sentath i remaining to each county ; and, a«

different settlements,-from time to time sprung
up,new conn:ies were erected and a like repre-
sentation allowed lo them; and. in like mariner

as applications continued to be made, the old
ennnties, or some ofthem, were dirided, with a

like representation but none of tbe old counties,
old or new were restricted-** to the number.ot
members until 1640, as beloftsaid, when they
were limited to Tour each. an£ft|ally. in 1660. to

two members «>r.h. Tha "rtjtfit of aalttag*. io
the meantime, which had at first been enj yed by
all the inhabitant", nndergoing various changes
at intervals, until 1677, when the king sent his
private order tphis obsequious governor.to use

the language of the distinguished John R. Cook,
in the last convention.backed by two regiments
ol British soldiers, and caused it to be restricted
to a certain class of freeholders, from which it
was afterwards changed, at intervals until limi¬
ted to those first stated.
Such is the origin, andsuch the circumstances

preceding and accompanying the birth ofour old
constitution, and suMi the state of things with
which its framers had lo deal; and alter expell¬
ing the presence of king and parliament, they
only re-established matters nearly as before ex¬

isting, under our connexion with the crown, giv¬
ing, in like mtnner, to the new legislature, as

before possessed bv the old house, of burgesses,
the same power to form new counties, and to di¬
vide old ones, with a like representation of two

members to each, hut none as before existing, to
take awny any representation from any county,

This want of power in the new legislature, to

take from a county, after divided and reduced in
size, any part of its representation, not only con-

tinned, but aggravated the old colonial plantation
county-converted basis of representation, by in¬

creasing the inequality still more under it, while
it was being still further increased by natura-'
eauses.so that when the new constitution of 1776.
which we hear so much lauded, was amended in
IS29-'30, the least county in the State had as

large a representation as tho very largest coun¬

ty, each having two delegates; and the repre¬
sentation in the senate remained£ven more une¬

qual, until the re-organization and favorable
change in thaLbcdy in 1316. While the old
freehold suffrage remained the same as under the
old colonial government, and continued to be ex¬

ercised and enjoyed by a portion.not to say even
a minority.the freeholding class, which was

itself a minority of the freemen of the State, so

that the whole government, under the old consti
union, un'il amended in lS2i>-'30, from the first,
was in the hands of this portion only.not to say
minority of the minority.of the freeholders, with
all its powers, which were very great. The le- j
gislature possessed the right todoalmost any and
every thing within State jurisdiction, uuder the '

gcm-ral government of the Union, not expressly
denied, Mich as they should not suspend the writ j
of haticijx corpus, pass any bill of attainder, or any
expvsle far:-) law, or any law abridging the free¬
dom of speech, or of the press. Sic., and with all
the power, all election's and offices were retained
in the hands of the legislature, and withdrawn
flfl^tajien itvvav from cicn this limited numoeroi
tne. ^Sfoplc, lliigjMci»Tf(mdH<tW|ilitniiielvM but
a portion of the freeholding e!A>) «bo ejected
legislatures, and whose government it was.a

government. I do not hesitate to say, with all my
respect and reverence for the memory of its illns
trioiis authors, and I yield to no one in my vene¬

ration for them.constituting, beyond all question
and denial, an aristocracy. Even the power of
life and death, in addition to that of unlimited
taxation, was held by this old government oligar¬
chy, it being well settled that while the federal
government possesses no powers but those ex¬

pressly granted,and snch aaafe incidental there¬
to, and necessary and proper to carry them into
efiect.that the State government have all power
not denied. They elected our United States
Senators, our Governors and Council, Judges,
generals, and other officers, and passed all laws
affecting life and liberty as well as properly. Its
power, in the emphatic and expressive words of
the distinguished John K. Cook, quoted in the
last convention, "was over every thing, coming
home to the bosom and business ol men." It
was as omnipotent, almost, as the British Parlia¬
ment, without even the check of kingly negative,
and which, we all know, is all powerful, for it
has even changed the descent ofthe crown, more
than once; and under the king, engaged in war

after war, and has entailed a national debt trpon
the debt upon th* people amounting now, al¬
though diminished to some eight hnndred millions
of pounds sterling, near three billions, and which
it is, I verily believe, that holds that great con¬

solidated empire togctlifr.
Against this old constitution, and the State of

things existing under it, even before the revolu¬
tion had fairly closed, and the sunshine of peace,
after a seven jcar's eclipse of darkness arfd
blood, had fully opened npon the lacjl, which so

many had spilt their blood to redeem from a for¬

eign thraldom, the voice of complaint, opposition
and remonstrance went'up, frt.m various parts of
the Commonwealth. As e«rly as 1781, we find
the great ''apostle of liberty," the author of the
Declaration of American Independence, and our

own, and our art of relig'ous freedom.he who
laid the axe to the root of the odiou^rule of pri-
moginture and entails, to which some of our dis¬
tinguished statesmen long clung; the philoso¬
pher, sage and statesman, whose love of liberty
and equality was as ardent as it was sincere, and
confined to no country or clime, but extended
everywhere where man had a home, and which
abated not, even with the ebbing pu'se of life.
as evidenced by hisi letter of 1816, to Mr. Ker-
chival.tho influence of which has been spoken
of in a tone ofcomplaint within these wall*. as still
operating, and which I trust in Oct}, will continue
to be feit until Virginia is reformed, and cease

till the world is redeemed from vassalage wherev¬
er enslaved. Yes, at this-early period we find
Thomas Jeflureon declaring this constitution " to

be bat our first essay at free government," and

urging upon his countrymen the duty *«ot redu¬
cing those principles to practice so soon as lei¬
sure should be afforded them lor entrenching,
within good forms, the rights for which they had
bled." ^And the people, and especially o! the
west, have never ceased, from tbit day forward,
to appeal to their brethren in |5ower for reform;
then "this eternal clamor," which the honorable
gentleman from Fanqujer, and others, have de¬
nounced, commenced, and it has never ceased,
and I can tell gentlemen, never will, nntil jnstice
is done.
As far bark as 17D0, we find petitions from

various counties ponring in npon the tegisiatuie,
from year to year almost. In 1808, a resolution

passed the House of Delegates to submit the call
of a convention to the vote of the freeholder*,
bat failed in the Senate. Again, in 1814, ano¬

ther bill, for the same purpose, only Jailed by a

small majority, the minority, we ere assured, re¬

presenting a majority ol the people, ami among
other matters of reform then demanded, was an

extension of the right of suffrage, and an equali¬
zation of representation.

Again, in 1815. another bill was gotten op for
the same end, and rejected aa before, by a vote

representing a miooiity of the people.
These repeated rejections ot bill* by the Legis¬

lators, by majorities representing minorities of
the people, as was stated by the honorable gen¬
tleman from Aogosta, (Mr. ShefTet,) led to nn-

merons public meetings, and to one of an exci¬

ting character held in Winchester, which was

soon followed by a convention of the people of

the west generally, and from other portions of
the State, called to 1816, at Staunton, very nu¬

merously attended, which passed many resolves,
ami sent up a wain and able memorial to the
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I.egU'ature, calling lor i Stale Convention, u4
mroonjj other ikiagi ig*ia, l®r »be exlrnawt of
¦he right of igfitgf und .¦> rqttliuljgo of ra>

presentation, among the free while paphliee ef
j the t'omroon wealth, Bad that failed ia the same

way. Bat. rt led to the "re-organixation of the
!Jft »t«ri«l districts of tha State, aader whirb

11he West, which bad bat four.Senators to twen-
. It East. got nine member* in that body and repie-
sen'.a'iun upon the white basis ia that budy,wLi b

: *ppea«tt the spirit of reform for a time. Altar
: ail ihi*, however, a aecoad Convention convened
a: Staunton, in 1825, retting forth still the same

j objects, and this retailed in tbe aecoad or third
ve*r atier in tbe call of tbe State Conveatioa of
1829.
Fmm this brief sketch, which I hare gathered

f'om the delates in tbe former Convention and
other source* and given as accurately aa I coald

< fruin memory, and since heariog the speech of
iba honorable gentleman who addresaed as yea-

j terday, arranged in my mind aa well as I coald.
of itie cootinoed appeal* and movements of thn

j West and other portions of tbe State for redrew,
and especially (or the extension of the right of
cuQrafi# and rqnal representation, almost Iron
the period of the revolution down to the call of
the Convention of 180{, we pee bow roaatant and
ardent was tbe deaire lor theae great reforms..
Yes, how load and long this "clamor,".as East-

j ern gentlemen arc pleased to characterize tbe
just complaint of the pfoplc against a minority
rule. During all Ibis time, more than halfa cen-

| tury, (lie government was in tbe hands of a class
j of freeholders, composing bat a small portion of
ihe freemen of the State, holding on to power,
the offices and all, and refusing redress,and even
a Convention all this time.more (ban half a
centary.and at last grafted :t npon unequal
terms.

Well, the Convention of 1820 for I have coma
to this point of the history of power boldiogon to

power, which it had taken almost from "76 to
18-9, of such continuous appeals to obtain from
this small minority in power npon unequal terms,
met in this house. 1 was about to say.I mean
in the capitol, and found itself nearly rqnally di-
vided on both these great questions, sollrage and
representation by this geograj bicai line, tbe bias
ridge mountains; all suflrsge men, for tbe most

pait, and white ba-is men 1 believe, wiihoot ex¬

ception, west, and nearly all anti-suffrage and
mixed basis men, of some description, with a lew
exceptions him, and this basis qnestion divide*
us now, wi'li Eome few exception* East, in oar
favor, and by the same line. But I am happy to
be assured, that »o nearly all. are now, at last,
in favor of giving the election of all officers from
Governor down, direct to the people, and of ex¬
tending the right of suffrage and of limiting and
restricting the liitheito almost unlimited powers
of the minority.government.thus proving that
truth, right and justice have so lar triumphed
and are prevailing,and will finally completely tri¬
umph.that the grasp ol power is relaxing..
Well, the Convention ol IB29, after a hard strag¬
gle, characterized t>y the most brilliant displays
ol arguments and eloquence ever witnessed per-
haps in any assembly, in any age or country, was
finally obliged to compromise upon this basis
question lo reach results. And what did they
do. Although the right of suffrage was consid¬
erably extended and a few other reforms made,
yet, instead of deciding ibis basis question, they
settled and fixed no rule at all. They divided
the State, in reference to the house ol delegates,
into four great districts, aud gave to each ao many
members ; 36 lo tidc-waler, 43 to piedmont, 26
to the valley, and 31 to the trans alleghany; and
then laid off" the State in reference to tbe senate
into two grand divisions. Kast and West of the
hlue ridge, retaining 19 members in' that body
Eai>t, and giving 13 west.
Undtr this Biiangemcot «ll KCOTtd to the

earl, a majority or 23 mrmbr r# in tbe house of
delegates, and of G in tbe senate aod 98 on joint
ballot, wbile there *rr but some forty three
thousand, a few hundred, of a majority ot white
population east of the blue ridge.and Ibis of
course continued and secured tbe government and
all its power, patronage and offices in their bands,
if not as strongly, as. sorely as before. For it
wan farther prov id^d, in regard to fature appor¬
tionments, that the number of members should
never cxreed one hundred and fifty in tbe bouse
of delegates, and thirty six in the senate; so that
in any event the east was always to have, as tbe
ultimate limit of apportionment, a majority in
both branches of the legislature; and oi at least
twelve on joint ballot, however great and over¬

whelming the excess of population and wealth
tuo, might become in time, to tbe west, unless
two thirds of each house should after the year
1341, concur in general reapportionment
throughout the commonwealth, a thing never to
be expected at tbe hands of the east. This ar¬

rangement, although equalizing to some extent
representation among the several counties with¬
in each of the tour great districts, and two grand
divisions, is but tantalizing. It is sn equalization
of no avail in giving equal polltioa! power to tbe
west, in not extending over the whole State. Its
effect is limited by these districts and divisions,
and the limitation of the ultimate number of
member's assigned to the two brioche# of tbe le¬
gislature. It is worse in fact, than the simple
mixed basis wonld be, in the end, and even worse

than under the old constitution, in tbe particular
of taking am ay the white basis in tbe senate, un¬
der which already we would have gained a ma-

jority in that branch; and infinitely worse in the
end, in securing tbe majority of the power to m
sectional minority east of the blue ridge, which
no increase of population and wealth in the west,
however great, can ever overcome without a

change in the organic law.
And as Uiere is no hope of two-thirds of the

legislature agreeing to a general re-appointment
under our existing constitution, resting upon
this arbitrary basis, with these districts aod divi¬
sions and ultimate limit of tbe number of mem¬
bers in both branches of the legislature. The
u est mnst therefore forever remain in a minority
in tbe government without a change.she vast
remain forever powerless under all circumstan¬
ces and in all probable even's in a state ofpolitical
inferiority, not lossy vastalage, for tbe great pur¬
poses of self government, and hopelessly so, for
all time. And yet we have now a majority of
ninety-three thousand of the white population.
I use strong language, inr I think not too strong
for oar present constitution and government, like
its predecessors, the old one, is so framed and
rontrived in all its departments of power; under
this unequal mixed basis in disguise, (for tba
effect is equivalent,) that Ibis sectional minority
east, which has thus secured to it this permanent
sectional majority in both branches of the legis¬
lature. besides having the appointment of our

Uni'ed State senators under tbe constitution oftbe
Union.holds in the bands of its majority legis-
lature, the election of governor, tbe executive

| council, militia generals and ourjudges; and even
through the e.omtnis«ioning power of its execu¬
tive, that of justices of tbe peace, or county ma¬

gistrates, constituting our eonnty courts which
decide, manage and control every thing belonging
and appertaining to county police aod leviea,
and so even onr parte string*.
Oar members of Assembly we select, and onr

inferior militia officers under a brigadier general,
I the companies and battalions may, I believe
elect, but besides these, of all elections and offi¬
cers, that of our overseers of the poor, is the poor
privilege allowed us. Thus, the majority of the
tree white people of the btaie-<-a majority rapid-

t ly increasing.hold life, liberty and property all,
i-uhject in tbe will of this sectional minority east
of :he bloe ridge, (and I repeat, tbe powers of
this government are scarcely limited by any re¬

strictions} as limited only in power, for good or

evil, weal or «oe. by the organic law of this con¬
stitution. Limitations we are told, if we held
the power, mould be mere " paper guaranties,
not worth the paper they are written npoft, an 3
a security to the properly ot the East. And all
this while we are tauntingly warned, by both the

gentlumen who preceded roe on the cthex^Mtf
and others, to remember "that we are Ktiag and
deliberating under an existing constitution and
laws/* Yet whar is that but a paper coastit
tion t This lathe pretenee nnder wbiei lb* mi¬
nority in the East have hitherto rated, and stilt
insist on retaining tbe power.
Tower and property, we are gravely futd,cnd


